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addressed to W. A. Posse, and published under the title
'On the Study of World Religions'. At that time Tols-
toy and Gandhi had already exchanged a number of let-
ters, dealing mostly with the problem of non-resistance,
his letter to C. R, Das had become widely known both
in India and abroad, and he had also read with the grea-
test interest I. Doke's book M. K. Gandhi*- an Indian
Patriot in South Africa (London, 1909) in which his in-
fluence on Gandhi is already mentioned. It was also at
that time that his collection of essays dealing with an-
cient oriental religions was published. Tolstoy's study
of the past and Gandhi's experiment in South Africa had
taught him once more the fundamental truth that the
conflict inherent in modern times is the result of the in-
ability of the labourers and the unwillingness of the in-
telligentsia to find a common faith: 'However pathetic
appears to be the position of the labouring class/ he writes
to W. A. Posse, 'because of its inability to distinguish the
relevant from the irrelevant in religious doctrines.. .the
position of the so-called cultured people is even sadden
The simple man cannot distinguish the important from
the unimportant because he lacks the necessary know-
ledge. The cultured people cannot do it, not because
they are unable to, but because they do not want to. Ei-
ther they have to pretend to believe in something in
which nobody can any more believe, or they deny, with
the firm conviction born of ignorance, and unable tb ap-
prehend it, the higher disposition of the soul of man."*
Tolstoy's reponse towards India provides the starting-
point for our discussion of the contemporary scene. In

* Ibid., p. 186.